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Introduction of Programme

~

United Nations Children’s Fund

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) was founded in 1946 to meet the humanitarian needs of children in the
aftermath of World War Il Since 1946, UNICEF's mandate encompasses children and women, particularly in developing
countries, giving priority to the most disadvantaged and the countries in greatest needs. UNICEF is guided by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. UNICEF has been working in more than 150 developing countries, areas and
territories to improve the situation for children and women in the areas of health and nutrition, basic education, safe
water and sanitation, and for children in need of special protection. UNICEF supports many countries in their efforts

to immunize all their children against the six main child-killing diseases and also to increase access to safe water.

The Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF was formed in 1986 and is one of the 36 National Committees worldwide. The
Hong Kong Committee provides financial support to UNICEF's projects all over the world and raises public awareness

on UNICEF's work and the condition of the poor children in the developing countries.

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme

The UNICEF Young Envoys programme is a distinctive youth leadership scheme. It aims to raise public awareness about
the issues of children's rights and the situation of children worldwide, to enable the participants to understand the roles
and achievements of UNICEF in improving children’s lives in developing countries. The programme attempts to give
insights to the participants’ the different facets of life through the participation of school projects, social services and

fundraising events, hence cultivating young leaders and enhancing their personal growth.

m UNIEEF Young Envoys BrogrPamme 206038
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Message from the Chairman of

Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
Y

UNICEF protects the rights of children globally. The UNICEF Young Envoys Programme is a youth programme to
encourage Hong Kong's youth to increase their concern for those deprived children living outside of Hong Kong. It
provides a unigue opportunity for our youth to understand the roles and achievements of UNICEF in improving the lives
of children in developing countries. Since 1996, UNICEF Young Envoys Programme has trained over 600 Young Envoys.

Through trainings, they have better understanding of themselves and the world.

In this year, 59 students have been appointed as UNICEF Young Envoys. From now on, they are responsible for
promoting children’s rights, caring the world and serving the society. In this summer, the UNICEF Young Envoys visited
Philliopines, they interacted with local children, experienced local culture, knew more about UNICEF's works in developing

countries while they had reflected on themselves.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to our major sponsor, AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. and advertising
sponsor, Citybus Limited & New World First Bus Services Limited for sponsoring the Programme. Special thanks should

also be given to the staff in UNICEF Philippines Office for their kind assistance in the arangement of the field visit.

This publication summarizes the activities of UNICEF Young Envoys from early January 2008 to August 2008. After
reading this publication, | am sure that you will know more about our programme and can share the experiences and

excitements of each Young Envoy.

Rox .11 S

Dr. Robert H. P. Fung

Chairman

Hong Kong Commiittee for UNICEF

m UNIGCEF Youndg Envoys Prodramme 2008
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Message from

AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd.
Y

We are honoured to have the opportunity to support the UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008. The Programme,
through a series of training workshops, in-school surveys & community programs, has successfully equipped a team
of 59 student envoys to be young leaders. This is our very first time to sponsor such a unique programme that not only
provides an in-depth support to the youth of Hong Kong in the understanding of the sufferings and needs of children

worldwide, but also helps build their care & responsibility towards the world.

Guided by the corporate philosophy of "Peace, People and Community", AEON Credit actively supports charitable
activities on environmental protection, education and cultural exchange. We have received the "Caring Company” Logo
Award granted by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service in February 2008, in recognition of our commitment to the

building of a harmonious community with the people of Hong Kong.

<z s FWME) Major Sponsor
Ed L] rgan

unicef & AEON CREDIT SERVICE (ASIA)

BeEREREE

TEF %n‘f* "ZOC ‘H:Ht

-
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Message from Citybus limited &
New World First Bus Services Limited
Y

As a member of the society, Citybus Limited & New World First Bus Services Limited actively supports and participates

in worthwhile causes organized by charities and social service groups to help those in need.

This year, UNICEF organized the UNICEF Young Envoys Programme again, with the aim of raising public concem about
children’s rights and their well being. Through training, and the field visits, the Young Envoys were able to broaden their
horizons, and leamed to assume greater responsibility 1o serve the community. We share these ideals; our mission is to

improve the standard of living of our community, and we are pleased to play our part through the sponsorship of bus

body and shelter space.

m UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008
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Introduction of UNICEF Young Envoys 2008
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Pun Seen Kwan Amy ;% &% : Australian International School (HK) & RINEE 28 (4£#/Age: 19)

Lo Tsz Kin Ben &#tf2 : Hang Seng School of Commercel& £ =8 (4 #5/Age: 17)

Heung Hiu Wa Debbie &##ZE : Delia Memorial School (Hip Wo) HiF|TEELid 288 (HHF) (F#s/Age: 18)
Tsai Florence £ (=& : Chinese International School EE B 24 (E#/Age: 16)

Li Ka Hin Gabriel Z5#F : Diocesan Boys' School I B=87 (&£#/Age: 14)

Hui Chun Kit Jeff F#F{&#t : Diocesan Boys' School KA B EBt (Fi#g/Age: 17)

Chang Chun Feng Jeffrey 3R{£8% : Chinese International School & BIBR B4 (F#k/Age: 15)

Wah Yuen Tung Jenny #E#2f : Diocesan Girls’ School #i#E &8z (&E#/Age: 15)

Ho Kar Ching Jovita {3 : Diocesan Girls’ School &L & (&E#/Age: 14)

. Wong Lok Ching Lawrence F %% : Hang Seng School of Commerce B4 820 (F#k/Age: 17)

. Wong Hei Man Natalie =4 % : Hang Seng School of Commerce fE4 2 £ (Fi#t/Age: 18)

. Lo Hei Lam Rammy E# & : Bishop Hall Jubilee School il RS & & REHRE (F#/Age: 17)

. Law Ka Kiu Victor #%#2 : Diocesan Boys' School 2B & (F#/Age: 14)

. Lau Ka Wing 2|35 : Christian Alliance S.C, Chan Memorial College T €MIE =28 (Fik/Age: 17)
. Lin Ka Wing # % 5 : Christian Alliance S.C. Chan Memorial College B8 &2 F B (Fik/Age: 17)

UNICEF ¥Y¥oung Enveys Bregramme 2008
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Chan Chun Yat Arthur BR{£3% : La Salle College B30 £B7 (£ #:/Age; 15)

Leung Pok Tik Benjamin 28 : King George V School 24 At B4 (F#/Age: 15)

Chung Ping Ngai Brian $£5%& : La Salle College WX BB (F#/Age: 15)

Shum Tsz Ho George it F% : Baptist Lui Ming Choi Secondary School RE€2HA FE (Fi#/Age: 14)
Chan Chi Wai Jessica [2£2% : Heep Yunn School 3B R 2 (Fifk/Age: 17)

Wong Lok Yin Jessie =444E : Maryknoll Convent School 35 FI|FE EBT 248 (4EE5/Age: 13)

Tam King Pui Juliana §85& 3R : Maryknoll Convent School I5FI5£ (85t 25 (F#/Age: 17)

Lee Lok Yi Lorraine Z#414 : HKMA David Li Kwok Po College EHE RS £ R eZEMEHE (Fi/Age: 17)
Luo Min Yu Mandy Z&%) : Heung To Middle School Z&H & (&i#:/Age: 16)

Choi Cheuk Hei Milton 25 : Ho Fung College FIEFH 2 (4 §4/Age: 16)

. Cheung Mei Yan 3R387 : Heep Yunn Schooltp B2 (F#k/Age: 17)

Kwok Ho Ching Serena Zi @IS : Jockey Club Ti-l College S E#EH R (Fi:/Age:17)
Lee Wai Chi Vincci %% : Maryknoll Convent School I5F351&8T 848 (E#/Age: 17)
Huang Ying Ying 4% : Heung To Middle School & &5 2 (4 §&/Age: 17)

B 4 B % B E & ® B & £ £ ¥ 8 2 0 0 8 m
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Introduction of UNICEF Young Envoys 2008
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1. Man Shuk Ping Carrie 3G#7k © NT Heung Yee Kuk Yuen Long District Secondary School #1745 BiiE 2
(F#/Age: 17)

2. Leung Ka Wing Connie 335 : Sha Tin Government Secondary School Y HEM 2 (F#/Age: 15)

3. Fok Evelyn Z%% : Marymount Secondary School S| &H 2 (4 #/Age: 15)
Yu Hei Kan Gabrielle F#% : NT Heung Yee Kuk Yuen Long District Secondary School 7245 B TRlR P 2
(ZE#/Age: 14)

5. Chen Yan Yao Judy FR#3& : Our Lady of the Rosary College B HERER: (Fi#k/Age: 13)

6. NgKaYan 2Ff : Queen Elizabeth School R AR E (Fi#g/Age: 16)

7. Hui Tsz Kin Kenny 42 : SKH Bishop Mok Sau Tseng Secondary School BEA® =& &8 (F#/Age: 15)

8. Tang Larissa Ho Ching &BA&24 - Sha Tin College Y A28 (F#k/Age: 13)

9.  Au Young Wing Kay Priscilla Bt/ : Marymount Secondary School 355 S/ 2 (F#/Age: 17)

10. Lam Kwan Yi Queenie #&14 : Po Leung Kuk Laws Foundation College ‘R BEKXESHE (F#/Age: 15)

11. Chan Yuen Ying Shadow B4 : Our Lady of the Rosary College BB bt (F#/Age: 15)

12. Tai Sharlene #E%fX : Marymount Secondary School IEF|2H 8 (E#/Age: 15)

13. Lu Shirley Simiao = 2 : Renaissance College Bi#TE8 (F#/Age: 15)

14, Tsang Chun Ki Timothy £ {£## : Raimandi College =&t (F#k/Age: 15)

15. Shum Wing Yee Winnie 3££85 : Queen Elizabeth School FF|2 (AR & (FEk/Age: 13)

UNICEF Young Envoys Proeogramme 2008
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Yip Tsz Chung Alan ZE# 1 : St. Joseph’s College BEB R X EF (Fi#/Age: 15)

Lam Tsz Yau Amethyst #IE{& : Tsuen Wan Government Secondary School 28 B 2 (4£#/Age: 15)

Chu Yan Yee Amy %< B : St. Paul's Co-educational College R ZE EF 2 (F#E/Age: 15)

Yeung Yin Tung Beatrice # 2 : St. Paul's Convent School BR824 (£#/Age: 12)

Yau Garrison 31z : St. Joseph's College BBEF R EPT (4 #2/Age: 15)

Jor Sze Man Jasmine 7= 558% : St. Paul's Co-educational College R BB (Fig/Age: 15)

So Jessica Tze Kay # 7 : St. Paul's Co-educational College ERE R ZH 2 (F#/Age: 15)

Chong Ching Lai Joyce ## B : The HK Chinese Women'’s Club Fung Yiu King Memorial Secondary School
ERTEREEERL SRR (Fikk/Age: 19)

Lau Karen 2l : St. Stephen’s Girls’ College B+i2F & FHE (Fi#k/Age: 16)

Tam Kristie k& : Chinese International School EEBEER (Fis/Age: 14)

Lee Renee &3 7 : St. Paul's Convent School BB{R4E24T (fFE/Age: 14)

Ku Ki Fung Sally #5354 : SKH Bishop Mok Sau Tseng Secondary School BAEEFIE & EHE (Fik/Age: 17)
Sze Cheung Tang Steve HE## : St. Stephen’s College £+ R E87 (4 #8/Age: 16)

Ip Sin Ting Vanessa ¥f&& : SKH Bishop Mok Sau Tseng Secondary School B A E SIS EHE (F#k/Age: 15)
Lee Wing Ki Winky ZEJk# : St. Mary's Canossian College & #IEIEFE0T (£#/Age: 14)
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Orientation Day

T

“Congratulations! You have been chosen as one of the 63 potential young envoys ..." A sense of excitement
overwhelmed every YE of the year upon reading the acceptance letter, We had finally made it after the long selection
process! We were all eager for the coming of the Orientation Day and filled with expectation as we looked forward to

the year ahead.

Through participating in ice-breaking games in the Orlentation Day, we made a lot of new friends including fellow YE
members and executive committee members of the UNICEF Young Envoys Club (YEC). The mentors assigned to us
by the YEC were a pleasant surprise. After ice-breaking, our trainers, Ms Christine Kam and Ms Ashley To gave us a
brief outling of future trainings. Though the program was quite intensive, we were all sure the coming time would be
fruitful. Before the day ended, we wrote down our expectations of the programme, so we could reflect upon what we

have gained towards the end of the programme. Although the Orientation Day was relatively short, we still had an

exciting event to look forward to — that is, the Training Camp!

m UNISCEF Young Envoyvs Proegramme 20038
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Leadership Training Camp

v

The transient two-day-one-night-training camp at Ma Wan Park let us know more, see broader, and contemplate deeper.
Although we were not very familiar with other groupmates and YE members at first, we got to know each other better
through the experience. The activities were amazing. There were chances for us to think, reflect, and leam in every single
game. For example, we needed to work together to throw the water balloon using a net from one side to the other. Without
effective communication and cooperation, this task would have been impaossible. As for the most impressive game, it
must be when all sixty of us each used a single fingertip to hold up an enormous plastic ball. Since all sixty people must
hold up at the same time and at the same speed, teamwork was essential: some people give orders, the others cbey
while observing the ball's moverments. Dinner alsoc proved to be a great challenge after a whole day of events: we needed
to cook ourselves outdoors using limited ingredients. Also, YEs in each group were divided to learn different preparation
work, such as seting the camp, buming the fire, and cooking. ..etc. At last, maybe what we swallowed was not the most
delicious food, but it bound together all the hard works and efforts from every one of us.

We camped on the Hilltop Lookout later that night. After setting up the tents, we lied on the floor, gazed at the bright
Tsing Ma Bridge, and shared with each other our unforgettable experiences of the day. We broke the boundaries,
expressed whatever we wanted to say and discussed our thoughts and expectations of the future. We were once a
group of strangers, but the Orientation brought us all together. Every part of the Orientation program gave us a wonderiul
beginning as YE. Although the training camp only lasted for two days, the friendships and experience we gained will
certainly stay with us for life. Through a series of adventures, we not only developed problem-solving skills, but also built

great team spirit. With this in mind, we will definitely be able to get through all challenges in the future.

n UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008
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Understanding of
UNICEF Workshop and Presentation
Y

In the “Understanding of UNICEF” Group Presentation held on 23rd February 2008, Young Envoys got to understand
more about the issues concerning children in the world and UNICEF's work. Each group had to choose one topic from
the ten topics provided, which included child labour, child trafficking, children and war, gender and education, poverty,
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child etc. Each group adopted different styles of presentation including
drama, role playing, which helped us strengthened our understanding on these issues in an interactive and entertaining

manner.,

In this session, we found out more about situation of the underprivileged children and what UNICEF have been doing
to help them. Take the presentation of child labour as an example. The presenting group invited other YEs to join their
presentation and experienced some simple working scenarios of the children in mainland. Videos were also used to
increase our awareness on the problem of child labour, The most important outcome of the presentation was that we
gained a deeper understanding of UNICEF's work throughout the world and the possible solutions to the problems
encountered by the underprivileged.

.
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‘Drama in Education’ Workshop

N\

In February 2008, Young Envoys attended two fascinating and
meaningful lessons of drama. In the workshop, we were not only
being taught some basic skills of drama, but also provided the
invaluable experience to act a do-it-yourself drama. In one section,
we needed to produce a play based on a story taken from the
newspaper. At first, it seemed to be a “mission impossible” for us

to vivify such an ordinary story. But "two heads are better than one”,
with the strong sense of unity among the YEs and creativity, we managed to come up with some interesting ideas to
put into our drama. If you ask us what was the most valuable lesson we had leamt in the experience, it is this: “Union
is strength”.

Besides, empathy and trust are two essentials of drama which we have also leamt from this workshop. To act vividly,
we must fully understand the characters and put ourselves into their shoes. Empathy is thus of special importance. At
the same time, trust must also be present among actors for effective cooperation so as to put on an eye-catching show.
Both elements are essential for our duties as Young Envoys as well as for our personal development. We have
undoubtedly gained a lot in the workshop.
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School Fundraising and Advocacy Projects

~

As Young Envoys, we have the obligation o spread the message of helping children and supporting UNICEF's campaign.
The School Fundraising and Advocacy Projects were a good way for us to share the message with our teachers and
schoolmates. Each Young Envoy selected a theme for their own school and organized activities in their own school.
This was a great chance for Young Envoys to improve their organization skills and creativity, The School projects were

implemented from February to May 2008 and some highlights of the activities we held are as follows:

Bake sale and Hunger Banquet (Organized by Larissa Tang)

The theme of my project, "Hunger for Education”, was to promote the
understanding of gender equality in developing countries which affects
opportunities for leaming. The main programme of my project was the
Hunger Feast. Since it aimed to bring out the disparity between the “haves”
and the "have nots”, the majority of the participants only had 2 pieces of bread

for lunch in contrast to the smoked salmon pasta with soup for the King and

Queen. A powerpaint presentation was also made during the feast to arouse
participants' awareness of gender equality and to bring out the "mental hunger” for education of many girls in developing
countries. Although problems were encountered during the course of planning and implementation, the whole process

of the school project from brainstorming and preparation to actually organizing was in fact very enjoyable and rewarding.

Orienteering activity on campus (Organized by Serena Kwok)

The theme of my school project was children's rights, which aimed to raise
the awareness of children'’s rights, child protection and the understanding
of UNICEF. The main activity of my project was the orienteering activity on
campus. Information about UNCIEF, children’s rights or child-related issues
were posted / hidden around the school campus. Students in teams of 3 or

4 were to look for the answers to questions on these topics. This was a

whole new activity to students in my school. | encountered a lot of challenges
during planning and implementation but | was happy to find that the activity was well-received by the students. Hopefully

teachers and schoolmates in my school were able to leam about the importance of children's rights and child protection.

m UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008
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Social Service

~

Group 1: Tuen Mun Yuk Chi Resource Centre

20 Young Envoys joined around 20 dereistic children aged from 4 to 11 years old in Tuen Mun Yuk Chi Resource
Centre on 12th April 2008 for a moming of fun and leaming. All Young Envoys actively participated in playing games like
charade, being a bus driver and drawing Easter Eggs etc with the children. Some of them ignored us totally at first,
but fortunately we managed to find a way to involve everyone in the end. The best part of the activity was when we
talked to the children, We made them smile, we made them happy, and then we suddenly realized that we were actually
making an impact on the child’s life, no matter how small that was. This was an experience that reinforced every Young

Envoy's sense of commitment towards the protection and help of the needy.

Group 2: YWCA

On 19th April, 2008, 20 Young Envoys took part in the YWCA day-care
centre social service. The service is targeted for children who came to live
in Hong Kong recently and South Asian day care children. The children and
Young Envoys had a fun afternoon playing games, chatting, and enjoying
afternoon tea. Although the Typhoon No.3 signal was issued and it was

rainy and windy that day, all the Young Envoys felt warm inside their hearts,

Qur group organized an outing to Central for children from ethnic minorities
on 27 April 2008. The programme aimed to provide an opportunity for them
to explore areas outside their homes and to visit some common landmarks
in Hong Kong. We also hoped that their understanding of Hong Kong and
our culture could be enhanced. After some ice-breaking games at the
Christian Action Integrated Service Centre for Ethnic Minorities, we set off

for the short but exciting trip. Questions were asked and answer sheets

were filled in during the trip. Each of them was also given a "souvenir pack”
with a pair of chopsticks, symbolizing the Chinese culture as well as some snacks. By the end of the day, all Young
Envoys had become good friends with the children and we even exchanged our phone numbers or emails to keep in

touch in the future!

a UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008
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Mother’s Day Charity Sale

~

Organizing the Mother’'s Day Charity Sale has been a tradition of the UNICEF
Young Envoys Program and it was no exception this year. Months before
the sale, all Young Envoys were already busy in organizing and preparing
for the sale, which took place on 10-11 May 08. Most young envoys were
so exhilarated that they couldn't sleep days before as they were looking
forward to such a meaningful event. The weather, a day of scorching sun
and tender breeze, was simply a perfect match with the sale. The young
envoys were divided into groups and assigned to different venues around
the city, A wide variety of goods were sold, from towels to mother's day
cards, soft toys to flowers. All funds raised were donated to UNICEF.

The event was a great success. Despite the long hours of work, all participants
gained a strong sense of satisfaction upon the selling of these meaningiul
products. Some volunteers even claimed that the sale was one of the most
meaningful events they had ever participated in. As the old saying goes, “"to
help others is the source of happiness”. This wonderful experience would
stay with all YEs and remind them to help whoever it is that may be in need.
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Retreat Day

N

Retreat Day, which was a function newly introduced in the Young Ervoys Programme last year, has been taken place
again this year, as one of the last events of the programme, just before the Appointment Ceremony. It allowed us to
review and evaluate the whole programme in the past six months. Over the period, we have tackled challenges and
finished the tasks with perfect teamwork. This built up bonding and friendship between all of us, and also strengthened
our confidence and widened our cognition about the society.

In this event, the atmosphere was harmonious and the laughing was ceaseless. Besides watching photos of our
participations in the previous events, we played several games on that day. They were “drawing myself after joining
Young Envoys Programme”, “a letter to myself after one year" and a game designed by the former Young Envoys, which
was basically making fun of the others. Through playing these games, we deeply assured that we should care more
about the people around us, even a stranger. The more we care for people, the more warmth in the society, and the
more harmony in the world. Whenever it is in the future, we will maintain our mission and stand on our principle. At the
end of the day, all of us were cheerful but reluctant to part. However, not far in the future would be the annual
Appointment Ceremony that we have been looking forward to. Retreat Day let us penetrate again with different feelings
of the past experience. Wish this meaningful event will continue in the future.
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Appointment Ceremony

In every UNICEF Young Envoy's calendar, the ninth of June must have been circled with sharp, bright red colour, since
this was the day that 59 of us had been highly looking forward to - the annual UNICEF Young Envoys Appointment
Ceremony. In the past six months, we had paid much time and hard work so as to fulfill the duties of being a potential
UNICEF Young Envoy. The missions of UNICEF were deeply embedded in our minds and being officially appointed as
Young Envoys was our pride and glory. As time flew, the grand ceremony finally arrived. This year, UNICEF had invited
Mr. Masanori Kosaka, Managing Director and Mr.Derek Lai, Deputy Managing Director of AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co.
Ltd; Mr. Gilbert Mo, Chairman, Advocacy & PR Department, HKCU; Dr. Maggie Koong, Vice-Chairman, HKCU; and
Ms. Gigi Leung, Ambassador of HKCU as our honorable guests, to witness the births of the 59 Young Envoys of Year
2008.

Up on the stage, as the Young Envoys received the Certificate of
Appointment, our smiles widened with glee. From that moment onwards,
great responsibilities have landed on our shoulders. So as to celebrate
China being the host of the 2008 Olympic Games, we had designed six
torches, in which the words, Unity, Novelty, Integrity, Compassion, Empathy,
and Faith were noted on the torches respectively, Adding their first letters
together, it could also be read as “UNICEF". Six representatives of the Young
Envoys passed the torches on to the guests of honor, who “stuck” them to
the hands of the children on the backdrop. Meanwhile, the message of
delivering our love and care to the developing countries was delivered. In order to express our deepest gratitude to our
instructors who had devoted much time and effort in training us, we have prepared several performances for them.
Uncountable happy scenes of being a Young Envoy were still printed clearly in everyone's mind. We put those
unforgettable scenes in a drama and presented to the audience. In each scene, strong and unbreakable bonding
between Young Envoys was shown. Last but not least, we sang two edited songs, which were “S{£18K&" and “We
Are Ready", announcing proudly and joyfully to all the guests and audience, "WE ARE READY!" Yes! We are truly ready!
We are ready to set off to the whole world, to pay close attention to women and children, to call upon peace on the
Earth, and to thaw the ice between countries!

a UNICEF Young Envoys Programme 2008
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Field Trip to Camarines Norte, Philippines
k AREEILHBHENER )
Itinerary T2
' ong Kong
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South
China
Manila
Sea X
Dayl $—X% (21-7-2008)
Hong Kong >» Manila 3> Naga (capital of Camarines Norte)
BB D BRA D B (AHEHENER) Palawan
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Day Il $§=X (22-7-2008)

e Visited medical centre, Kabihugs- Batobalani, Paracale RHU
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= Visited child-friendly school, Batobalani Elementary School
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Day lll 5=X (23-7-2008)
* Visited Day Care Centre in San Rouque, Mercedes
Rsh B EFE R AT
» Visited Breastfeeding Centre in Calangcawaan Norte, Vinzons
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Day IV 89X (24-7-2008)
¢ Visited Halfway Home for Women and Children, Bagasbas, Daet
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* Meeting with Kabataan News Network
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UNICEF aims at upholding the four rights of children - rights to survival, development,
protection and participation. In Philippines, there are works and services done by UNICEF
to improve the implementation of the United NationsConvention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC). On the other hand, some problems still exist as we have noticed from the
field trip.

BESHAEESENREREERENDXEFN — FiEE - SRE - RREELSHE - 25532
BEHoEREESERTTAEANERIEE ' LMSENBZ LR RENEFEIRR - 8% &
BSEREESETHNSBLET @ EHRENEFKFERRATRS » AMERMBRRGE
SBIRYFT RFRE - FEb2 BN R EARRER KRR o

1. Right to Survival -
Medical Care &
Breastfeeding

26 new-borm babies out of 1000 can't live and 9 mothers
die every day in Philippines. Obviously, hygiene and
nutrition are very poor. Medical centers are set up there
but many Filipinos, especially those in remote areas, may
be too shy or conservative to go for body check. Besides,
malnutrition is also common for kids and women. Despite
that, breastfeeding promotion has been going guite
successiully. 34% infants under six months old are

exclusively breastfed.
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Medical Centre in Batobalani, Paracale:

On the first day of our visit, we were able to visit the
Medical centre in Batobalani, Paracale. It serves as a centre
where It provides services for basic clinical check-ups. For
example, pregnant women pay a visit for regular check-ups.
It keeps records of chil dren which are just bom to ensure
that they are in good shape and are not malnourished. It also
educates women on breastfeeding, counsels women who
are facing difficulties and even provides dental check-up
senvices. With so many senvices, you might have imagined
that it is at least a two storey air-conditioned bullding where
there are a lot of nurses and doctors. Yet this is not the
case. It is an outdoor clinic where there are only basic
faciliies, not even an electronic weighing machine. Pregnant
women are not wiling to go to do their check-ups and a
lot of children there are problems of nutrition. Mothers
do not know when their babies are bom and doctors have
a hard time trying 1o access their health conditions. “This
is the only pregnant patient who comes in this village" a
doctor says. In such a rural village like Camarines Norte,

you can imagine how poor the situation is.
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Breastfeeding Centre in Calangcawan Norte, Vinzons:

The Govemment of the Philippines advocates breastfeeding,
especially in recent years, after knowing that breast milk
has higher nutritive value. Besides, as breastfeeding does
not cost any money, it is getting more commen not only in

the Philippines, but also over the world.

Women in the breastfeeding centre in Calangcawan Norte,
Vinzons learn how to breastfeed their babies and the

correct skills of breastfeeding their babies. Meanwhile,

they can enjoy the body check services which are free of
charge. However, due to the premature facilities, women cannaot have the advance body check services. To estimate the
date of the birth of a baby, for instance, the staff in the centre will just measure the size of the embryo. Surely, this is not

an accurate and effective method.

Generally, women breastfeed their babies in the first sixth-months. After that, they give some paste to the babies. If
they have not enough breastmilk, they will eat some vegetables and drink some soup as well as water to help. Actually,
not many women are willing to come to the breastfeeding centre to leam breeding skills or have body check because
they are ignorant and traditional-minded. This implies that the Philippines government still has to spend effort on

educating the pregnant women.
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2. Right to Protection - Halfway Home for Women and
Children, Bagasbas, Daet

Child abuse is a serious problem in the Philippines.
Fortunately, Halfway Home for Women and Children was
set up in Philippines to protect those children from getting
abused. Halfway Home works with the Police Department.
Once a child abuse case is reported, the child will be under
police's protection and sent to Halfway Home after finding
his/ her testimony. The trainers in Halfway Home teaches
them different skills and trains them to be more independent.

They will be sent back home as soon as they are ready to

go.

Most of the victims in the Halfway Home are girls. Most of them are sexually harassed or beaten up by their fathers. To
help them to forget about the unpleasant experiences, the centre only allows permitted visitors to visit the centre. On
Sundays, the children can go to the beach to relax. However, the centre is short of resources and there is only ong
centre in this district. A policewoman said that some of the abused children need to walk a long way to get to the centre
and this creates a good opportunity for the abusers to escape. This makes them difficult to arrest them. She pointed

out that the government should give more support to them or build more centres to benefit the abused children.

—. Z{REHE — Bagasbas, Daet {FZ K 5REM Halfway Home
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3. Right to Development - Education

The Philippines government has established Child-Friendly Schools in many villages
under the Child-friendly Movement to provide the populace with a free facilitated
place for studies. Yet, the fact that every 40 students share one toilet on average
implies that sanitary system is insufficient. Anyway, the drop-out rate in other schools
is relatively much higher with half of the grade-one students abandoning their
education due to the lack of early learning experiences. To tackle this, UNICEF has

opened some day care centers with free pre-school education,
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Batobalani Elementary School:

The moment we stepped into the school, a crowd of
students rushed towards us. They kept saying "hello” to
us and some of them came to us for signatures too! The
lovely students even had already prepared some wonderful
performance for us, they welcome us by dancing, singing
and playing musical instrument. This once again let us
feel their enthusiasm. Through their performance, we found
them were very talented. While we were sitting on stage to
enjoy the performance, we busily signed for the students

who kept passing their notebook to us from two sides of

the stage.

Later on after the performance, we observed how the students attended the lesson. Through our cbservation, every
student took the lesson seriously. Under the high temperature and lack of teaching material situation, the students still
loves learning very much. | saw them answering teacher's questions and went out of their way to study hard. In addition,

we have found how lucky we are in Hong Kong.

After the observation, we joined the session which gave us opportunities to interview the teachers who taught in the
schoal. After the interview, we knew more the meaning of Child-Friendly School. At the same time, we understand the

education problems brought by the local education system and facilities.
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Day Care Centre in San Rouques, Mercedes:

The facilities in the Day Care Center that we visited are
actually quite good. Outside the Day Care Center, the
place is not so big but with quite a lot of entertaining
facilities such as a slide, a see-saw and together with the
swings. All of these were donated by UNICEF, providing the
children there with entertainment and allowing them to
develop better friendship.

Inside the classroom, the facilities are as same as those the
kindergarten in Hong Kong except without air-conditioning.
There is a toy comner, a fish globe together with some
basic facilities like chairs and desks. They were also
donated from UNICEF. Having these facilities, children can

receive better education and leam more effectively.

For their lessons, they learn some simple vocabularies,

sing songs and do some simple works with their books

(e.g. they have to draw on their books). However, as we
see, only a few of them have their own books. Some of them who haven't got any books have to share with their
classmates during the lesson. For the number of teachers, the teachers to students' ratio Is about 1:10 (there are around

30 students and 3 teachers in the same classroom.) It is similar to the situation of kindergarten in Hong Kong.

After the lesson, they went to the playground and enjoyed the facilities that provided by UNICEF (just like swing and
teeter-totter). One thing that | still remember is they know how to give precedence out of courtesy! They let us join with

them and we had a wonderful day with them.
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4. Right to Participation -
Meeting with Kabataan News Network (KNN)

A for accurate.
W for wise.

E for efficient.

S for superb.

O for optimistic.
M for marvellous.

E for enthusiastic.

A-W-E-S-O-M-E! AWESOME!

These are the qualities to become a member of KNN. Be careful! It's K-N-N, not CNN (Cable News Network). KNN
stands for Kabataan News Network, which is the ‘youngest' and most professional TV program production team in the
Philippines.

Created by Probe Media Foundation, and with the cooperation of UNICEF, KNN was created to encourage the Filipino
Youth to use and develop their talents to draw attention to various kinds of social issues. The weekly 30-minute
programme is broadcasted within the whole country, just like the mini version of ‘60 minutes', Yet, the quality of ‘KNN

express’ is far more than the “YouTube' production’.

What we saw and experienced were not stored only inside cur mind or literally in our dairies. But, they were also recorded
in KNN's camera. On the fourth day, some of us were interviewed by the team. What they carried was not the portable
digital video cameras we brought during our picnics, but the heavy and bulky one used by the TV stations. And they
could precisely reflect the real cases and figures to their targeted audience. With their friendly and casual way of report,
teens could find more easily to learn about the current problems within their country, Undoubtedly, KNN s a real role

madel of the work on child's participation for others.

Their passion did not lead them only to become KNN workanolics, yet, the good friends of the twenty three of us.
Without them, laughter could be shared only among the young envoys. Smiles and cheers were hardly hidden from their

faces. These components embellished our trip, also, generated another ever-lasting bonding with the Filipinos.

What we understood was not confined only to the poor condition in the Philippines, but leamt to be sanguine and
passionate. Without any of the aforementioned gualities, nothing can be done. Therefore, we sincerely hope the KNN
could continue its legend! Angelo, Donna, Melissa, Monica and Kristin, THANK YOU! YOU GUYS ARE AWESOME!
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Py. 2634 — B Kabataan News Network (KNN) B93%57EE)
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Angelo, Donna, Melissa, Donna and Kristin, Z i {R{f !
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Amy Pun BZZE
This year is the most meaningful year in my life. | attended weekly projects through this whole year. Before, | had

participated in community services and other workshops but they were not as wide-ranging as the ones | had in this

Program.

Two of my most memorable experiences were, taking an ethnic children group to places in Central and the Mother's
Day Charity Sale. The tour with the ethnic children was a wonderful and special experience which | believe | would hardly
experience it if | didn't join the YE Program. | would even not pay attention to the ethnic groups in Hong Kong and be
one of the busy Hong Kong people, being ignorant about different people around us, living with us in this small community.
Through that experience, | had even learnt how to deal with little children and I've found out that, | really enjoy playing

with them! They reminded me of my childhood. Childhood is always the best times in life!

The other memorable experience is the Mother's Day Charity Sale. That was not the first time for me doing Charity Sales
but it was the greatest one! Why? Because it's MOTHER'S DAY! It is actually because | saw a lot of people trying to get
their mothers cards from our little counter. There were little children, teenagers, even adults. They were all saying things
like ‘Let's get one for Mummy' or the fathers would ask their children, ‘Do you want to get the cards for Mummy?' and
of course the children would answer YES, (please)! Ha-ha... Those scenes were quite touching. Because it showed
the strong kinship of their families! Through the YE Program, I've realized that | feel happy easily when there are warm

scenes happening in life around mel
| really enjoyed the year of great experiences held by the UNICEF Young Envoys Program. The experiences helped me
to appreciate my life and made me realize how lucky | am. It's, however, a pity that time flies. . ..it has been a year already!

| am sure what | experienced throughout this year is unforgettable in my life!

Great thanks to Christine, Ashley and UNICEF!
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Arthur Chan P&

Living under the bliss of a warm family, | never knew the true meaning of poverty and the agony that many of the children
around the world are facing. The UNICEF Young Envoys Program lighted the dark up and | was shown the many faces

of poverty and the steps we can take to combat it.

The problem requires understanding, compassion and a determination to make a difference. Throughout the program,

| was given the opportunity to lay my hands on the actual work and to take part in bringing joy to these unfortunate children.

An encounter with an ethnic minority child taught me a crucial lesson, that is, “charity is not giving the dog a bone, but
to share with the dog what you have®, | always thought | was the one giving, giving my time and effort into helping the
little kid. But what | saw that day was the effort and time and the heart he put in to participate, | saw that he, too was
trying his best to contribute to this program, that he too was trying to get the most out of what | was trying to teach him,
that he too was giving to receive. As much as we seem to be the ones sacrificing, the real picture is that we're sharing

an experience, and together, we and the needy are striving to make the world a better place.

With this in mind, | believe it is of our human nature to realize that taking that one more step towards charity is not a hard
step at all. If they are willing to give so much, what else is in our way? Now that | am truly a young Envoy, | will achieve
o my very best to help with the situation today and make a difference. For in this world still immersed in a sea of problems,

"Yes we can' Is all we need to lift it up and bath it in the glories of the sun.

Brian Chung X%

Seven months of wonderful times with all the Young Envoys have passed in a blink of an eve. | had once been looking
forward to the programme with eager anticipation, and it undoubtedly doesn't disappoint me. Memories are now flashing
through my mind on and on. We laughed, we cried, we suffered, yet we overcame every ensuing difficulty. And now,
| really miss the opening ceremony, the drama workshop, the FOU day, the service project. .. and most importantly, my
dearest friends. With your company, | can now confidently proclaim that | am mature enough to take the responsibility
as a Young Envoy, and help every one in need in the community. | hope, and | am sure that this programme is just the

beginning of our future voluntary work, as well as our precious friendship.
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Beatrice Yeung B2 ¥

Hrmmmm..... Let's see what | am like before | participated in UNICEF Young Envoys Program 2008. | was introvert, soft
spoken, and shy. However, after this amazing year with UNICEF Young Envoys Program 2008 along every step | took,
| became an entirely new person. Everything | leamt from UNICEF is something valuable that will last a life-time; every
friend | made in UNICEF is some of the best ones in life; every piece of memory | got from UNICEF will stay beside me

throughout my whole life. UNICEF Young Envoys Program 2008 was a truly amazing program that is beyond words.

UNICEF provided us with unique chances for us to render assistance to the less privileged, such as contacting with
autistic and mentally-handicapped children, and selling mother's day cards to raise money for the needy. Through
organizing and participating in this cross-border program, | equipped myself with leadership skills and cultivated team
spirit. Most importantly, | cultivated friendship with like-minded people which gave me an opporiunity to evaluate my

personal situation against the others, and therefore improved my weaknesses and set my life goal.

On the whole, UNICEF Young Envoys 2008 was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for me which | would never forget. It
was a great experience for me, especially the fact that | had leamt invaluable lessons that | would never have leamt in
elsewhere. Most importantly, UNICEF gave me a chance to realize my goal in serving others, and also the dream of a

better world.

Ben Lo L&

Time really rushes guickly. In the programme, | have experienced various talents, such as learning how to present my
own idea clearly, how to plan some suitable activitities for our target people, how to implenment a big project inside my
school and the suchlikes. | do miss every single precious moment with all of the YEs. Still remember how thrilled were
we in our camp? And how many dramas have we all attended throughout the programme? It must be my pleasure to

meet you guys here. Time does go but our friendship will never alter. Wish you all a bright future!

Connie Leung %%

Looking back, since the day | was informed of being enrolled as one of the UNICEF Young Envoys 2008, my life is
always abounded with joy and excitement. Throughout the half-year packed schedule, those nights buming the midnight
ail, the time spent with friends laughing and chatting.. .| realize how meaningful life could be as long as we are wiling to
serve, and how fun serving actually is. We exerted every chance to enrich our eyeshot and have created our most vivid
memaries of a life time. It is indeed my great luck to become a part of this program and | have had such a good time

with it! Although the program has reached its end, | am glad that | have nothing to regret about anymore.
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Gabriel Li Z=#F

We are ready! Yes. We are ready to be YE 08!

Everything passed so guickly, and it was not until now that | recognized the programme had nearly come to the end.
From the Qrientation Day to the field trip, we had nearly spent eight months together, working and laughing, sharing
the same goal, achieving impossible tasks and working out miracles. In these eight months, there was so much that we
had accomplished. Uncountable tasks and projects, presentations and training sessions, yet never had any of us felt
bored or annoyed with them. It was always full of laughter when we met each other, from formal meetings to informal
gatherings. We were like a family, sharing a special bonding within each other that made every one of us initial and

ineligible. Everything would not have become possible without anyone of you.

Thinking back on our achievements, they all seem to be wonderful memories and fruitful experience for me. Social
services programme was definitely an unforgettable one when we were all running along the streets in Central with kids
from different countries. School project was another tiring yet meaningful assignment. Although a lot of preparation work
was required, when | looked back at the results achieved, there was always a smile on my face. Appointment Ceremony

was really a big show. It showed our intelligence in various aspects and our unity between each of us.

The coming field trip would definitely be another extraordinary event for all of us.  Sometimes when | sit down in the
afternoon on every Saturday, | think | am missing something - the laughter, the unstopped chatting, the caring words......
BERM - HE YE 08

2 =
George Shum L ¥ 5
Before joining the UNICEF YE programme, | knew only a little about the children in poor conditions. After joining this

programme, | found that | am so lucky that | live in such a good condition and | have to treasure everything | have.

This programme really teaches me a lot, besides, teaching me the serious problem that some children facing, | also
learnt how to cooperate with the group and to prepare for a social service. This improves my leadership skills and

communication skills.
In this programme, the most unforgettable part is the service in Tuen Mun Yuk Chie Besource Centre. We played games
with them. | found they were so pitiful, and how poor their condition was. | hope that one day | can help them to change

thelr life.

This programme really teaches me a lot and it is such an excellent programme.
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Gabrielle Yu F &)

Each day is a blank page in the diary of your life. The pen is in your hand, but the lines will not all be written. Some will
come from the world and the circumstances that surround you. How can our diaries become full of joy? | think the
answer is joining the Young Envoys. | have much fun while | was participating this programme and all activities are
unforgettable. During the orientation day, we first meet the others. At first, | am a little bit inactive and do not say much.
However, in the orientation camp, | am infected buy my teammates' laughter and become more active. There are many
activities and difficulties waiting us to overcome and we just try our best to solve all the problems. Also, in the visiting of
the autism, which is also a difficulty to me, we leam the importance of communication. We also leam how to be patient.
Even though they sometimes would ignore you or did not listen to you, we must not be bad tempered and we still need

to talk to them and try to encourage them to join the games designed by us. It is really a big challenge to me.

At the retreat day, we all feel disappointed as it symbolizes the end of the programme. Although | have experienced nine
fruitful months, | think it was not enough. | want to continue my training in UNICEF, and continue my enjoyable days with

my friends in UNICEF.

Each day is a blank page in the diary of your life. The pen is in your hand, but the lines will not all be written. After joining

this programme, | think my diary is full of joy and meaningful experience.

Jenny Wah 3/

| am glad to be appointed as one of the UNICEF young envoys this year. Through joining this meaningful program, | find
out more about the work and objectives of UNICEF and also | have a better understanding of myself as well. The activities
and trainings in this program broaden our horizons. | should say the training camp was one of the most remarkable
activities. It was only the second time we met each other. At the beginning, many of us felt shy and the atmosphere
was very strange. Luckily we got to know each other deeper gradually in the camp, especially our group mates. We
chatted at night in the tent, we cooked our dinner and breakfast together in the open area, we helped each other during
some difficult games. These were all the best moments | have never had, | am proud to have a group of friends like them.,

Although we are not from the same school, we usually call up each other to share our happiness and sadness.

What is more important, we understand how lucky we are by knowing more about the children in the poor countries
which UNICEF aims to help. Also, we should cherish what we are having now. We should strike to our goal and work

harder for our future; to make our world becomes more beautiful.

Once again, a big thank you should be given to all the staffs in UNICEF, especially Christine and Ashley for giving us

this memorable experience.
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Jeffrey Chang &8 E

Various things have been learnt throughout the YE Programme. In the camp, it was the day when we started our
friendship. Through playing games and camping, we built our teamwork, communication and leadership skills. As the
camp progressed, we worked more and more like a team. However, it was only the start. The next event was drama
workshop. In the workshop, we further developed our communication skills through activities, such as acting to express
ourselves and using eye contacts to communicate. In addition, we developed our imagination skills. Although the goals
of the activities were hard to complete, we tried very hard to achieve them. Then, we needed to do presentations which
were related to work of UNICEF. This training session taught us more about UNICEF and | realized that UNICEF actually
played an important role in the world. After ‘Understanding UNICEF session, we proceeded to school project. We had
to publicize the work of UNICEF in our schools. For my group, we decided to make a presentation and a photo exhibition
because these were the easiest and most effective way to deliver the message to the students. Although it was not
successful, we leamt more about UNICEF. As we finished the school project, we had a social service project. We had
to choose one of the three projects. | chose to work with a day care centre and we needed to be trained. We needed
to make a plan for that. However, it was very hard to get all the group members being active and | learnt that teamwork
was very important. Without teamwork, | was sure that we would fall to achieve the goal.

In May, we had to help in the Mother's Day charity sale. We were responsible to help UNICEF to raise fund and sell
posteards. In the beginning, confidence was not my strong suit and | found myself difficult to speak to the others as
people kept refusing to listen to us. After a while, | found that patience was the key and | became more confident. In
addition, | learnt to solve problems as well. Once, we met a mentally retarded teenager and he grabbed all the postcards.
We were patient and we had to walt for 46 minutes before we could get the postcards back. After the charity sale, it was
finally the appointment ceremony. We were happy that we could finish the programme successiully. At the same time,
we were also looking forward to the field trip to Camarines Norte in the Philippines, eager to know how the children live.

In July, a group of YEs went to Camarines Norte for six days. In each day, we visited places and leamt more about the
children in the province. \We learnt that breastfeeding was widely promoted in the Philippines as the group won the battle
against the milk powder producers. The medical services were expanding in the province. However, the facilities were
scarce in the province, which not all the people were benefited. In addition, child abuse was the most serious problem
in the province. The most pathetic fact was that there was only a child protection unit in the area, which was not enough
and the police estimated that the child abuse problem was worse than the statistic shown by the centre. A policewoman
talked to us about that and told us that we were very fortunate to live in Hong Kong and she suggested us to hug our
family members. She felt sorry for those children who were abused, but she knew that the children were strong enough
to live on. She also felt sad about the limited resources and power they had. It was touching and | still remembered cleary
what she said even a few months after the trip. To conclude, | thought that the children were very positive and strong,
compared with the children in Hong Kong. | also reckoned that the children in the Philippines enjoyed studying more the
students in Hong Kong and China. On the whole, | found that the children in the Philippines were poor, but happy at the
same time, which impressed me.

To conclude, | have leamt more about the work of UNICEF throughout the programme. | also learnt more about the
children both in Hong Kong and the Philippines. In addition, | developed my communication, organization and leadership
skills through the activities. 2008 became a memorable year in my whole life.
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Jessica So & it

Without this extraordinary UNICEF Young Envoy experience, my Form 4 life would definitely not have been this meaningful,
Throughout the year | enjoyed each and every activity held by this program, from developing our leadership at the
Orientation Camp, to learning more about UNICEF and promoting it at my school and participating in different community
services, such as the Friends of Ambassadors Day and the community service project. Each activity had a meaning

behind it, and | am proud to say | learmnt something different from each unique activity.

Jessie Wong Z 44 4E

“Challenging” is the word I'll use to describe the Young Envoys Programme. Time flies, after the interviews, orientation,
training camp, school project, services, workshops, and finally the field trip, here | am, writing my reflection for the YEO8
yearbook. It's hard to believe that YEOB has finally come to an end. The owners of the unfamiliar faces in the orientation
day have somehow become my very good friends now. Through the programme, we worked together and we leamed

from each other.

| still remember the two-days-training camp in Ma Wan, it trained our leadership and we became more active and free-
will instead of waiting for others’ commands and being passive. Also, the school project was a very challenging task for
me. As we only have three core working members, it's quite difficult to construct such a "big” event at school, Fortunately,
it tumed out to be an enjoying experience and things went smoothly as planned. The project reassured me on the
importance of teamwork and | became more confident. Moreover, the social service of bringing 11 kids to Central had
not only motivated me to continue to help others but also helped me to become more optimistic in life. It also made me
believe firmly that serving others is the duty of everyone in the society. There are always pitfalls when pursuing services.

And that's why | will keep on serving others and giving people warmth!

After the nearly-nine-month-training, | am very lucky indeed to have a valuable chance visiting Camarines Norte in the
Philippines. Through the field trip, | know more about the work of UNICEF and the living-condition of people there. Also,
we had the opportunity to interact with the local youths which helped us to know more about their lives, | think the visit
to the half-way home was the most unforgettable and meaningful experience for me. The girls living there were mostly
being sexually abused. | found myself very fortunate in fact. My parents give me a home, food, clothes, education and
make so many sacrifices for me. My friends being loyal to me help me and cooperate with me. Also, my teachers show

so much patience with me.

Last but not least, I'll bear the things | saw and leamt in mind and carry on serving others in order to build a better

tomorrow!
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Jovita Ho {/ B

| remember the first day our programme started, when we were told to write down what geals we hope to reach after
six months together. Looking back right now, | realised that | haven't only reached my expectations. I've exceeded them,
| had the opportunity to look into human rights, poverty, developing countries and plenty more, but most importantly,

| had the opportunity to reflect on my own self,

During the first few weeks, our training mostly centred around understanding UNICEF - wiy it was established, what
it contribute, and how we could take part. We explored into ethical issues such as war, equality; and discussed about
food, hygiene, education, particularly their relationship with the establishment of children's rights and the importance to
carry out such rights. As a 14-year-old with a hectic schedule, | never really sat down each day to watch the news.
| never opened my eyes to see how cruel our world was like. These activities have certainly broaden my horizons, and

aroused my sympathy for the less fortunate.

In the later months, we had the opportunity to learn how to organise charity events. | still remember that day we
implemented our social senvice project. The black rainstorm wamning signal was hoisted and | had to travel all the way to
a Tin Shui Wai community centre without an umbrella, Haha, it was ironic everything went well. From grasping the most
fundamental skills such as drafting a proposal, to dividing work among teammates, preparing for the event, and lastly,
actually implementing what we'd slaved away for weeks - the experience was meaningful and worthwhile. We even tried
to 'expect the unexpected' - and devised contingency plans in order to prepare ourselves for any emergency. It was

great. Seeing all those happy faces by the end of day gave me a sense of joy and satisfaction.

Throughout various trainings during the program, I've leamt a lot about working as a group, a team, an organisation.
Communication, collaboration and leadership are the essential keys in forming a strong team. Some have to lead, while
others follow. | realise that it's not about showing off how good you can be, but treating each other with care, equality

and respect.

8th June 2008, as | walked up to collect my Certificate of Appointment, it seemingly marked the end of my six-months

endurance, passion and friendship. But it didn't.

It marked the fresh start of another whole new journey.

B A H % E E ¢ 8 B £ & & % & 2 00 8



Juliana Tam EIRI
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” The words of Mahatma Gandhi inspired me to apply for the UNICEF

Young Envoys Program. | learnt about the amazing things UNICEF has done to help children and women worldwide,
and | want to be part of this positive change. The YE program provided me with abundant opportunities and equipped

me with invaluable skills to do so.

We had a tight schedule in the YE program, yet all the time and effort spent in the workshops and trainings were worth
it. | leamt a lot about the mission and vision of UNICEF, and deepened my knowledge on how to organize a service

program. All these enabled me to be a better volunteer as well as a leader.

Yet the YE program was more than just a training workshop; it opened doors for us to actually step out of the 'greenhouse’
we are living In and serve the less privileged in our society. The social service program | held for children living in Tuen
Mun was the most memorable part of the whole program. Despite the typhoon signal no. 8 hoisted that day, | felt

enriched after seeing the smiling faces of the children after an aftermoon of fun activities.

It was a pity that the field trip was cancelled due to bad weather in Yunnan. However the field trip is not the only highlight
of the program, nor is this the end of our mission as a UNICEF Young Envoy. All the lovely memories | had as a UNICEF

Young Envoy wil be forever engraved in my heart, and | will keep the bumning spirit to serve forever blazing in my heart.

— —i
Kaka Ng R &K
Time flies. Finally come to the end of this programme. Although the time | spent with YEs was not really much, the

friendship we built was invaluable.

At first, | applied for this programme as an extra-curricular-activity. After one month of the programme, | knew more
about UNICEF and found that this programme is no longer an ECA to me but a responsibility to spread the massage of

UNICEF.

Actually, this programme was really ime-consuming. | could hardly balance my time between school work and the

high-demanded project of this programme. Of course, this made me to have a better time management.

Throughout the programme, | have to do a lot of thing by my own. Just like the school project, we had only two people
and we have to share all the workload. Every bit in this programme enhanced my leadership skill. What a pity was that
| could not go to the field trip which must be full of fun and meaningful. After all, | still love UNICEF YE programme so

much and thank you everyone onel
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Kristie Tam B &

The UNICEF Young Envoys Program once an once in a lifetime experience. Throughout the course of the program, not
only has it taught and helped me in many aspects of everyday life, but most importantly, | have been able to leam from
it and become a better person. Personally, the most memorable events | participated during the program were the
leadership training camp, the social service and of course, the school project. | learnt similar skills in each of these

activities, but in different contexts, so therefore, have leamt how to apply these everyday skills in different situations.

At the beginning of the program, all potential Young Envoys had to participate in a two-day leadership training camp.
Not only was this a very good bonding time, to get to know one another, but it was very educating in terms of leamning
more about yourself and working as a team. It was there that | understood that in order to understand other people,
you have got to first know yourself. Ever since then, | have focused on working on myself and noticing my weak points

that need improving.

Another memorable activity | participated in was working with a group of immigrated children in YWCA.During this event,
| learnt a lot about organizing and about dealing with children. | have had experience with my younger sister, but as her
being family, whenever she was being uncooperative, | would most likely use my authority and tell her to be guiet quite
sharply, rather than say it soothingly as | did with those children. Thinking about it, this is really unfair to my sister, and

through this senvice, | have leamt to be more patient and treat her with more respect.

To me, the toughest project we had to complete was definitely the school project. | was lucky to be placed in a group
with two others who also attended Chinese International School. We, worked very well and hard from beginning to end
and | am very proud of the ocutcome of our school project. Through this experience, | learnt valuable lessons about
cooperation and teamwork. The organization of the school project also stressed a lot about leadership skills which was
seen through the entire process. We worked very well in a team and never gave up, always finding solutions to

overcome obstacles.

The numerous skills | have leamt during the course of the UNICEF Young Envoy Program play a very vital role in our
lives — as they are what makes you a good leader and a good role model to others. Without these skills, we would not

be able to build goed relationships with others, and be someone others would want to work with.

Thank you Christine, Ashley for making this enlightening experience possible; and a big thank you to the organizations
such as YWCA and our camp instructors for giving us the oppurtunity to prove and discover ourselves, Last but not
least, thank you to all fellow Young Envoys, we all have gone through a lot together, and those happy memories will

never fade.
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Larissa Tang Epf%1a

These eight months have surely been very challenging but rewarding. Not only has this programme broadened my
perspectives, but it has also enabled me to become more independent. | have also made lots of new friends. After all
those activities, | am now more confident in writing proposals and speaking out to make myself heard. Although | did
encounter obstacles during the school project, the project enhanced my planning, organizing as well as problem solving
skills. The field visit to the Philippines was also very inspiring. The visit to a local school made me realize the lack of
exposure the children had. Perhaps, to them, our visit was a real life window to the outside world. The local people
have inspired us to treasure what we have and enjoy life whenever we can. | will always remember those precious

memories! =)

Milton Choi B2 52X

Being chosen as one of the Young Envoys of the year is definitely one of my greatest achievement in the last academic
year. | still remeber that | have longed for entering the programme when | was in Secondary 4. Though S8 school life
was tight and stressful, | still chose to complete my goal. During the first half of the year, my weekends were filled up
with different kinds of trainings. Though life was busy, the fruitful trainings were still enjoyable. The most unforgettable
experience was holding activities for some mentally disabled, seeing them, | was deeply touched and pledged to help
the poor as much as | could in the future. Now, the programme ended, but those memorable days stil made me feel
warm. Perhaps, after finishing the HKALE, | can devote more to Young Envoys Club, for the sake of giving what | got in
this year to the future YEs, Last but not least, | want to say thank you to our trainers and my fellow YEs. Without anyone

of you, my life would not have so much good memories! Thank you!

Natalie Wong E%F £

How time flies! Months of YE trainings have finally marked with an end of the appointment ceremony. In this YE
programme, | have really leamt a lot. Not to mention are the communication skills, presentation skills and drama skills.
During the trainings, we have got plenty opportunities to be either leader or members of the team which is a valuable
chance for us to leam how to lead and how to follow. We also leamnt how to collaborate in a group, how to organize our

work and how to make a proposal. All the mentioned skills and lessons are indeed crucial for the rest of our life.

Well, of course, the memories that flash on my mind are the laughters, bitterness and excitements we shared in the
programme, added to these is the precious friendship we got. Though we are from different schools, different forms
with different family backgrounds, yet here we are to gather together to leamn, to share and to serve. That is why | have
found myself so blissful to have been selected and appointed as a Unicef Young envoy. Although the programme has
ended, yet our friendship and out heart to serve the society will never stop. Hope in near future will all the YEs have a

chance to have re-union!

Last but not least, thanks should be given to Christing, Ashley and of course, UNICEF!
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Priscilla Au-Young B:f3 8

There's just no way that | can put all I've learnt, felt, experienced and gained during this remarkable year into a single
paragraph. No walit, let me correct myself. | mean, there’s just no way that | can ever express the change in me both in
terms of skills and mentality for participating in such a meaningful program. Every session is an invaluable lesson about
friendship, about society, about life and most of all, about empathy. There are bound to be times of doubt and uncertainty

in future, but empowered by the experience, | am sure that every single one of us will be ready to fight for our dream.

Queenie Lam #E 14

This year definitely is an unforgettable year. | tied many things in this year. From the first day of UNICEF YE training, | met
lots of friends and | leamt many facts about the LDCs, about how we can help, why make the rescue work so difficult,
what did UNICEF did, etc. At last, an unfortunate event happened at Sichuan, we ask people for donations. At the
moment, | can feel the warmth that Hong Kong people want to deliver Sichuan. Although we can hardly predict accurately

on the natural hazards, but if we join together, we are capable to fight against them.

Renee Lee &1 %

The whole program has finally reached the end, and it was indeed unforgettable and memorable. | couldn’t forget the
first meeting, the Orientation Day will all the other Young Envoys. At that time, we were still shy to approach each other,

not willing to expose ourselves. By now, we are not simply friends, but we are good and close friends.

| never regret in joining this program, despite | knew it might be tough and busy. Throughout my year as a Young Envoy,
| found out that | have gained much knowledge in different aspects. Not only in communication skills, time management
and taking responsibilities, | also got to know more about the UNCRC. Most important of all, | have eamed great fiendship

in this program and | believed that the bond between us is strong and unbreakable, now and forever.

Sally Ku & E#E

There is always a saying: time flies fast. It cannot be truer! It is hard to believe that the YE programme is over already.
Those functions in the programme, such as the leadership camp, social service and field trip not only widened my
horizon, but also brought many unforgettable memories to me. Through the programme, | start to understand and get
to know the rights of children. At the same time, | extremely appreciate the volunteer workers and staff of UNICEF

because of their selfless contribution. | hope | can be one of them in the near future.

If there is a chance, | will choose to join the YE programme once again!
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Serena Kwok Zf o] i

YEO8 has been one fantastic experience to me that | cannot even begin to tell you the greatness of it on this piece of
paper. At first, | hesitated and didn't know if | have got what it takes to be a YE. But after almost a year of trainings and
activities, I'm proud to say that | am a YEO8. On the retreat day, looking back at the times we had, | am amused by
what we had achieve and how much we have grown. Being a YE has surely broadened my horizons and reassured
myself of my abilities. At tough times, | remember Christine's words to us on our very first day, ‘No Retreat”, and | get
through it. More importantly, | learnt to speak out more, care more and love more. Knowing that you could make
someone’s Iife better, and could bring hope, smille, love in people’s lives is simply amazing. We leamt to be responsible,
compassionate, considerate and confident, and as far as | am concerned, these are the key elements to life. With all

these experiences in our heart, we are now ready to step forward into the world on our own.

Sharlene Tai Bk

| simply cannot believe that I'm typing out my reflection. t's too soon. In a way, I've been dreading it because typing it
out seems like I'm bringing this incredible journey to an end. From charity sale, fund raising, orientation camp,

appointment ceremony to the field trip, | cannot deny that it has been very memorable joumey:.

| am very privieged to be able to go to the field trip, it was a trip that was both inspiring and heart-breaking. | was able
to set foot on a place that | never thought I'd ever go to, experience many things, make friends from an entire different
part of the world. It is a trip that will make a person rethink what really matters to them and realize how very blessed we

all are, and how important it is for us to help others when we are capable of doing so.

The trip was heart-breaking because it had to end, and | had to say goodbye to my KNN friends. It broke my heart
because it saddened me how dire some children’s leaming and living conditions could be and it frustrated me that

| could not help them more. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that | will remember this trip for the rest of my life.

I'm glad that | didn't back out of joining the YE this year, I'm proud of the time I've devoted to YE and I'm most definitely
honored to meet so many friends. There is no way that ~100 words are going to summarize and wrap up what | have to
say. | guess adding all the clichés | could think of still would not suffice, but it'll have to do. It is my great wish that I'll be

able to stay in touch with my friends and find more ways to reach out to the world.

Steve Sze HEF B

The program taught many Young Ervoys not to take things for granted (I never did), | hope that it would make a difference
that would last. | have turned into a better leader in so many ways through the challenging tasks, and | am sure that all
of us have gained a lot. Let's not make this experience just another few lines In your university personal statements or

application forms. Don't help the ones in need out of your sympathy, help them out of your responsibility.
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Winnie Shum JLEE5

| have honestly learnt a lot through this programme. | made plenty of friends from different schools but with the same

interest®~doing voluntary work.

| really treasure the enjoyment in every second in the training sessions. Among most of the sessions, school project is
the one that | most enjoyed. It makes me leamt how to write a clear proposal and report before and as well as after the
activity as to evaluate ourselves. Although the studenis in our school weren't as actively participate as we expected,
our teachers did feel appreciate with us. The most important is, we did take a very valuable lesson of conducting an

activity all by ourselves,

Besides, | would like to thanks everyone including our trainers and teachers who have given us support and advice

continuously while this project was in process.’

Now when | think back the time when | recelved the application form and wrote the essay, | was glad that | have made

an extremely wise decision!!

Winky Lee 2=k

All the tanned and fair, common and handsome faces wore the identical broad smiles, of which | can never forget.
Behind these smiles, the children lived under unimaginably poor conditions. Nevertheless, they taught what | never
leamt in my life. It is to TREAUSRE. Treasure means satisfaction. Once you treasure, happiness is easy. | hope these
unforgettable smiles can remind me some time in the future the blissful times we enjoyed in the field trip with the YEs,
the KNIN members and the Filipino kids. Furthermore, may the strong mission of mine about saving the children in the

3rd world be embedded deeply in my mind.

Shirley Lu & B3

Wonder when will the next gathering be, when'll | see everyone again. This programme ended without saying goodbye.
Remember when | first said hi, we were strangers, with the same ambition. In less than a year, we worked hard together,
and committed time on every activity, from the most unforgettable training camp, to the most challenging school project,
and finally the opening ceremony, and aimost the field trip. Today, | am more independent, with more leadership skills,
more knowledge about the third world, and what UNICEF did to help...etc. But most importantly, | made a group of
friends. It all happened so naturally, thanks to the well-organized UNICEF YE programme. | can't wait for the trip o Yunnan,
and believe | will learn and gain more through it. No matter what happened, there's one thing for sure, we will never say

goodbye,
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Vanessa Ip E{EE

After joining this programme, it is no doubt that we have all learnt more about children's rights. All the sessions will
undoubtedly become treasured memories deep inside me. | will definitely recommend my friends to join this meaningful

programme and learn more about UNICEF and children’s rights.

Vincci Lee =M%

‘Life is something that everyone should try at least once.’ - Henry J. Tillman
After this summer, | believe the quote applies to the programme as well.

This was not the first UN programme | participated. Yet, this was the most impressive and inspiring one. Being a
delegate, we would just search for information through Google and Wikipedia. But as a Young Envoy, things go totally
different. We could read people’s mind from their faces. We could observe the difficulties to eliminate poverty. Most

importantly, we could feel the problems by ourselves, no longer through words and statistics only.
But why should we try once?

Besides the workshops and camps, the most memorable scenes were the closing ceremony and the field trip. Singing
and dancing could be very exciting and entertaining. They were annoying to me during the rehearsals. However, when
most envoys joined together, | believed that those troubles all transformed into laughter and joy, and motivated me to

perform better in the ceremony.
For the field trip, | would like to express my deepest gratitude to UNICEF,

At first, in my eyes, the Philippines equals to Manila only. Skyscrapers, highways and automobiles could be seen, but
confined only to the capital. We saw poverty, backwardness and hardship in Camarines Norte. However, these were
offset by their optimism. Their smiles and cheers relieved our anxiety. They also energized us to become a more
responsible global citizen, especially to the less developed nations. These optimists even taught us to be more carefree
and easygoing towards obstacles. Life always goes beyond our will. Subseqguently, our altitude decides our way to

overcome these hurdles. This lesson is more than a field trip!
Experience makes life more fantastic. How would you like your life to be? A smooth one without meaning? Or a rough
one but fruitful? You are the designer of your lifel Whether or not the dress looks fashionable is solely determined by

you! So try to think of the colours, cuttings and pattems for yourself!

The UNICEF YE Programme is something that everyone should try at least once!’
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Victor Law Z& =&

A half-year UNICEF Young Envoys Programme had just finished, time flew guickly and the all trainings seemed like just
happened yesterday. Since the leadership training camp, | had been meeting many students from different secondary
school. We became good friend and we learnt together and at the same time we leamt from each other. Through
having a project with others, it is a good chance for us to exchange ideas and suggestions with other. Although the
project sometimes made me feel tired, it had provided me an opportunity to leam planning skills and the skills would be
useful to me for organizing activities in the near future. After being appointed as the young envoy 2008, it reminds me
take the responsibility as the young envoy. In July, we the young envoys will have time to show our best in the field trip
to Camarines Norte, the Philippines. We had visiting there and at last it really changed my thought. | feel more mature
after | got back to Hong Kong, | really have experienced how the children situation in the foreign country. |t seems that
Hong Kong is a wonderful city from most people point of view; | can say it is not. There are still children who suffering
in Hong Kong. We should dedicate ourselves to the society and help solving the problems. The Young Envoys
Programme passed, but the spirit of young envoys will not yet finish and it keep carrying on forever and ever. | am very
glad to be one of the young envoys and | have fulfiled the expectation that | had made in the camp at the begging of

the programme.

Alan Yip ZEAFEE
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