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Foreword

Setting off in 2018, a group of Young Envoys gather to
act as guardians of children and advocate for rights that
they should be enjoying. Time flies, this year’s
programme will draw to a close in the twinkling of an
eye. Throughout the year, every one of us has gained
new and in-depth insights as well as knowledge in
different aspects. We have also created many one-of-a-
kind memories that can last a lifetime in our prime of
youth. Despites our journey of ups and downs, we have
been able to overcome all the obstacles with faith and
mutual support. Persistence allows us to come this far
and on the way ahead, may we adhere to the spirit of
passion and compassion, walk our own path
courageously without regrets and live the best stories
of our lives.
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About UNICEF

UNICEF promotes the rights and well-being of every child, in
everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190
countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical
action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and
excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere.

Founded in 1986, the Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF
HK) was established as a local independent non-governmental
organization to raise funds through public donations, partnerships with
companies, special events, etc. to support UNICEF’s work. UNICEF
HK also promotes and advocates for child rights through educational
and youth programmes in Hong Kong.

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme (The Programme)

The programme was launched by UNICEF HK in 1996 with aims to
provide a valuable opportunity for youngsters to explore global and
local issues in relation to children’s rights to survival, protection,
development and participation. It enables local youngsters to better
understand the difficulties and challenges children facing globally, and
to partner with UNICEF in bringing changes to their lives. Outstanding
Young Envoys will be granted an opportunity to visit UNICEF’s work in
the field in a developing country.

Objectives

- To cultivate child rights advocates through capacity and skills
building in terms of leadership, communication, organizing and
mobilizing

- To raise awareness of the challenges and threats faced by
children around the world and how UNICEF improves lives of
millions of children

- To offer a platform for young leaders to participate in and lead
UNICEF HK’s advocacy and education work

- To realize right to participation and promote United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child
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The world is changing and we are seeing the values of youth with an
increasingly influential role on the sustainability of our society. Their
innovative thinking, perseverance and ambition are no doubt a driving
momentum to change the world for the better.

UNICEF HK has rooted and served in Hong Kong for over three
decades. With years of work in promoting child rights and well-being,
we have realized youth participation has tremendous impact and
contribution to both local and global sustainable development. Since the
launch of the UNICEF Young Envoys Programme in 1996, we have been
providing youngsters with a series of training sessions in relation to child
rights and leadership, as well as opportunities to visit less-developed
regions. Over the 10-months training period, they have gained a better
understanding of the child rights issues faced by children globally, in
turn, an opportunity to self-reflect on their personal circumstances.

To date, we have nurtured over 1,200 Young Envoys, many of whom
have become leaders in their respective career fields, contributing to the
thrive of the community. This year, we are pleased to welcome 60 more
youngsters to join us on the journey of becoming a Young Envoy.

This year’s Young Envoys have demonstrated their learnings through
organization of various child rights education and advocacy activities
including a social experiment to evoke the public’s attention on the issue
of orphans with AIDS. They have also organized public engagement
event to educate the community on the conservation of water, as well
as a wide range of educational and fundraising activities in more than
44 schools. This past summer, the Young Envoys have participated
in field visits to Manila, Philippines and Sichuan, China to learn more

about UNICEF’s frontline work and gain a firsthand perspective of the
local children’s welfare. Such an eye-opening experience has seemingly
strengthened their ability in uptaking a proactive advocate role. | am
most pleased to witness their transformation to become an active agent
of change in advocacy for child rights.

Last but not least, the success of the programme would not have been
possible without the unwavering support of our partners. On behalf of
UNICEF HK, | would like to extend my sincere gratitude to AEON Credit
Service (Asia) Co. Ltd. for its generous support to the programme over
the past 11 years. Special thanks are also due to UNICEF Philippines
and UNICEF China for their kind arrangements to make the field visits a
success.

This publication witnesses the joy and growth journey of our UNICEF
Young Envoys in 2018. | hope you will join me in sharing their
unforgettable experience and touching moments.

Yours sincerely,
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Judy Chen, JP
Chairman
Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
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Message from Major Sponsor
AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd.

Guided by AEON Group's corporate philosophy of "Peace, People
and Community", AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. ("AEON
Credit") continues to support charitable community projects and
activities in both Hong Kong and China, especially in the areas
of environmental protection, education and cultural exchange.
To demonstrate its corporate social responsibility, AEON Credit
donates a portion of its profit and encourages employee-based
volunteer activities, such as Hong Kong Tree Planting Day , to support
various community projects and activities in both Hong Kong and
China.

It is our pleasure that this is the eleventh year for us to support
UNICEF Young Envoys Programme . The Programme, through a
series of training workshops, in-school and community advocacy
projects, has successfully appointed 628 young envoys. By sponsoring
this unique Programme, we sincerely hope the youth of Hong Kong
would understand more about the sufferings and needs of the
underprivileged children in developing countries, and encourage them
to show their care to needy.

AEON CREDIT SERVICE (ASIA) CO., LTD.
PN AEON (5 255175 (EM) BIR A =)
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BRAF Ariizumi Rika BREgHE Chan King Ho 3% % Chan Konrad
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Pui Ching Middle School Diocesan Boys' School Heung To Middle School
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Good Hope School King Ling College Pui Kiu College True Light Middle School of Hong Kong

2 23H Cheng Mangi Bl RER Cheng Tin Sum 22E)Z Choi Hong Chun Adrian
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Pope Paul VI College St. Paul's School (Lam Tin) St. Paul's College

unicef @
##0];8 Chung Ho Ching Tiffany ElJKH7 Deng Zhao Heng fal £ He Jiaxing
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West Island School Christian Alliance S.C. Chan Memorial College Pui Ching Middle School
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Diocesan Boys' School Shatin Tsung Tsin Secondary School Tseung Kwan O Government Secondary School Law Ting Pong Secondary School
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BRI ERER (PEE) WHEERE HRRATE
Maryknoll Convent School (Secondary Section) Shatin Pui Ying College Tin Ka Ping Secondary School
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ZZ1E Lee Kwan Ching ZZ5% Lee Yin Lam Phyllis ZRIEfiR Leung Ching Yan £ pA%E Tsang Long Kit ZEKH Tsang Wing Lam #IAF Tse Pak Yue

REBRERER PREBYHE REHESH P2 EEYEBEETREER B RN ER REBEDHNTER
PLK Choi Kai Yau School St. Paul's Co-educational College Kwok Tak Seng Catholic Secondary School ELCHK Lutheran Academy St. Mary's Canossian College PLK Tong Nai Kan Junior Secondary College
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=223 Wong Cho Kiu
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Ying Wa College
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Ning Po College Kwun Tong Maryknoll College St. Paul's Co-educational College
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Heep Yunn School St. Paul's College Christian and Missionary Alliance Sun Kei Secondary School
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REZE Yue Wai Yiu
HEYEEEEETE BEEEER EETERELETE
Christian and Missionary Alliance Sun Kei Secondary School YMCA of Hong Kong Christian College Hong Kong Chinese Women's Club College
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Orientation Da

Endowed with the same passion towards
protecting children’s rights, we took part in the
UNICEF Young Envoys 2018 Orientation Day.
At first, we lacked knowledge about children’s
rights, but after a fruitful sharing by Ms Lotta
Sytwander, Representative of UNICEF
Philippines, we understood the helplessness
the Filipino children encountered, as well as
the vitality of UNICEF’s work.

When we were divided into smaller groups, we
barely knew each other and behaved as if we
were strangers. Although the self-introduction
session and ice-breaking games did not
enable us to immediately recognize each
other, a sense of attachment and bonding had
already been formed among us. We knew we
would strive together towards the same goal
and overcome the barriers in the year ahead.
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The cohesive bond between us was built throughout the
whole programme. However, the rapid leap was most likely
taken by us during this 2-day-1-night Leadership Training
Camp.

We faced a lot of obstacles in order to accomplish the given
tasks. Frustration, dejection, and even a pinch or two of
exasperation. Nevertheless, when the firestones crashed,
the little sparks ignited and turned into a beautiful glorious
blaze.

The support from our teammates gradually made us realize
a bond was building within the team, which later resulted in
a better relationship with one another. Since then, we were
able to come hand in hand and accomplish all the challenges
in the coming future.

18
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School Project

Throughout the year, each Young Envoy had to complete
different tasks, including promoting child rights in each of
their own school. The world is wide and there are still plenty
we have to see and learn. Therefore, we need to put in
much more effort and spread what we know. Starting from
ourselves, we promoted child rights to people around us, to
our school, to society and to the world. Each Young Envoy
has wonderful ideas and organized a handful of school or
even inter-school activities, including day camps, carnivals
and game booths, to spread the importance of child rights.
The effort of one Young Envoy may be small, but together,
we make a difference.
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Innovative Advocacy Project

More than 400 children are still infected with HIV every
day, and about 300 children die from AIDS and related
diseases.

By adopting the approach of social experiment and
simulated experience through storytelling, the Innovative
Advocacy Project raised public awareness towards the
situation and needs of children living in HIV/AIDS affected
families, and the impact of HIV/AIDS on children. The
project received positive and encouraging feedback from
participants who expressed that they had never thought of
the difficult lives facing these children.
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Community Project

Water is the source of life. However, over 800 children
under five die linked to inadequate water globally every day.

With the aim of publicizing the concept of water
conversation, we designed several experiential and
interactive activities for citizens to experience the water
crisis and the adverse effects of polluted water posed to
children in less developed countries.
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Field Visit to Philippines

?ﬂg A : ‘{ ¢ . s — le : ..:-a‘ : ¥ 1 = Bl -. . 1 LI*LLF‘ . .- | B N - . _ - ; Educatlon

EIFEHE—Fr4 5 E1E - BB EEENIEERSE 25 : n J ' " ':' . | - e 3, _' N T =7 v I. Ny X X ; - B 8 :: r“:_ & In a local kindergarten, we were shocked by the vast difference
= TSR AT | s 7 “h a8 - OF SRl - 4 ) = - S - o LT ' e - =i | between the classrooms in Hong Kong and Philippines. Air-
A= R R REEET - EE K 2} i . ’ 1 2 : : . o . .
Eﬁia}g%ﬁiéagﬁigﬁé ) %ig %pg}ﬂzﬁguﬁﬁ% T - i : _ AOE o o gt ¢ = . = w ..o . : T conditioning, adequate lighting and spacious areas of classrooms in
;’ funn %i;ﬁ — E%LL i iﬁj%ﬁz% S e 4G % . Ny " A B G -4 o Hong Kong are nowhere to be found there. However, children were
Bf PIalcERRR + [EIAREZ BN - d . V' 2 \ e e, . p— > o P B ; - learning seriously and teachers were guiding patiently.

Eiiiﬁilé@%ﬁj?jﬁ UNICEF MEE}&@JﬁE @W o s e -y il g = 1 \, W s B _ . ‘ S ' R - UNICEF’s programme work in the sector in urban setting is focused
HE L WEASMBABRERLS iﬂkﬂt\ tm T ; - ] : =) ; : B ¥ e ' on basic education and primary education levels; along with policy
Iﬁtg%ﬁ Bl ZE AN HEIAL L - BEE e . ® : 3 ,. . . : — | work with government. Key support given to partner schools are in
AR EREEEEH M I}EL\BETTTTEEB PAnnse 2 55 ' s — al ic , . : 1 : P 4 \ the context of training the Kindergarten up to Grades 1-3 teachers
MR REETEIE N REE/NE 2 BRI EHER A0, i/ ' = : 7 { T and social workers, providing school supplies to poorer schools; and
=g i ] ) : providing technical assistance on strengthening the link between
Early Childhood Development Program, Kinder-level and Primary

Grade school levels.




e

4

—
’

Field Visit to Philippines
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Through observing an immunization
session, and interaction with health
workers, we realized that UNICEF has
been giving a great support to the urban
poor communities in Metro Manila so
as to strengthen routine immunization.
With the intervention, the situation in
Metro Manila is gradually improving and
UNICEF will continue their works despite
many challenges ahead such as some
people who can’t benefit from the free
vaccination due to family and religious
reason.
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Child Protection

In a youth village, we interacted with teenagers from different
backgrounds. Some of them in the youth village are victims of
violence and abuse, who are transferred to here. The village
offers rehabilitation and counselling services, as well as vocational
training to the children residing there. UNICEF works closely
with advocacy partners and urges government to focus on fuller
implementation of the existing Juvenile Justice Law and the
community-based rehabilitation programmes for child offenders.

During the break time, we talked with some of them, they taught
us the basic techniques of playing their instruments, and played
a few short songs for us. We were very pleased and grateful
for their hospitality. After the visit, we understood that no matter
what the backgrounds of these children are, they are just like
us, happy, confident, and willing to share their thoughts through
performances and conversation.
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Adolescent Health and Development/HIV
Prevention and Response

In 2015, an estimated 150,000 children (aged 0-14 years) were newly
infected with HIV globally.

For the grim situation, UNICEF is committed to promoting AIDS prevention
in the Philippines.They encouraged the amenment of HIV Laws in the
Philippines to allow minors aged 15-17 to access free HIV testing services
without parental consent. Currently, the law provides only to 18-year olds
and above.

The visit to Community and Family Services International was
extraordinary. We were invited to demonstrate how to put on a condom.
We were bewildered as we seldom openly talk about sex in Hong Kong. It
is a shame that even the so-called more developed places like Hong Kong,
doesn’t promote such solid way of sex education. Is it a taboo or people in
Hong Kong simply do not want to mention? As we all know, it is essential to
prevent unplanned pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.
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Field V_isit to Mainland China

We also visited Sichuan Province of Mainland China
to learn about how the Conditional Cash Transfer
Scheme (The CCT Scheme) launched by UNICEF
and government improves health of mothers and
babies in rural areas.

Birth Care

In a town centre hospital, we learnt about the prenatal, maternal and
child care health services offered there, as well as the implementation
of the CCT Scheme. Health workers showed a data management
system developed by UNICEF which enables instant update of data,
and transparent and efficient monitoring of Scheme. Low awareness
of prenatal health, low education level and cultural belief put the
women and babies at health risk due to delayed access to service. This
explained why the CCT Scheme is in place.
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Field Visit to Mainland China

Child Welfare Project

In Liangshan where the average economic situation is poor, a monthly income
of $1,000 something is already quite handsome, but the child welfare officer
would rather give up the income and convert his own food processing plant into
a children’s activity center to boost childhood mental health development. The
pilot scheme of child welfare officers was developed by UNICEF in partnership
with the government. Village-level representatives are trained as child welfare
officers to offer timely, door-to-door, need-based support to children who are
in vulnerable situation. These officers would assist children in needs to access
various assistances offered by government and available in the community, so as
to directly improve their livelihood.

Compared with Liangshan Prefecture, can people in Hong Kong, which is
wealthier and more developed, be that altruistic to devote and do as far as their
abilities? Isn’t the more you have, the less you can give? This is a question worth
everyone to reflect on.
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Fleld VISIt to Malnland China

Home Visit 1

In a 5-person family, the father died two years
ago, the mother inevitably has to raise the four
children on her own. The income of the family
depends only on a 354 yuan-subsidy for each
child from the government and a bit support of
self-reliant agriculture, so they could only live a
plain life.

For us, or under the situation in Hong Kong,
living with such amount of income was
unimaginable, as the money would be tight after
a week. Comparing to them, our resentment
towards the lack of pocket money sound absurd,
which made us ashamed.

The crying of the oldest boy in the family wasthe

most heartbreakingpart to us in the visit. The
local worker explained that he is still desperately
sad for his father’s death. Hence, we became
more aware of our words so as to avoid arousing
his sensation in the interview.

Not all families are stable and complete, that
is why we should treasure and appreciate our
family members.
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ABKF () ' Home Visit 2
Ee—BCCTEtEIN=mF XENRKER This is a household benefitted from the CCT

MEZFELE/NEEY - BALEFRPME Scheme. The father of this family died when
— B EEL AL . P 2 BE (B L AT R B = = : the two children were young. In result, the only
Y AE ST o s LTSS o PRt cs e ; A productivity in the family has been lost and they
= SRR X e L B e e = 8 can only rely on government subsidies to maintain
EMEZTENEE  QLREHERS - AR R A b a: BB b T S DB R e their lives.
BRE (ERREE  MEROMA B ; - , . .
%ﬁ%%% . EE,{‘E ) Iﬂﬂ}g?ﬁ%”ﬁ:*ﬁ . The father took drUgS while the two children were
hERE . MREHESELS DAL BHE _ o e still young, he I_ater contracted AIDS and passed
FEEEIR - P MBI LA IEE S = PRl o= . St Y , away. Worse still, the_ mother also be(_:ame a HIV
EEIE_EE BT ESSES . i = o e < £ ke ; : carrier. Now both children are attending schools
RIS BT = EREES - X R = . ; . — -~ in different areas, both are boarders who only
SFEMUMRE - 2RBS °_E$ZH§E\’\J7$EE§'§% 47 Y 4 = D AN, return home during holidays. Fortunately, they
HBEAXRKL007T - BfIS&IFEmE 1 - Ay o ’ W g T et E can understand the hard work of the mother, they
N s o U o i IVE A Lk \ i A .  pall o study hard and receive scholarships to reduce the
REENMOEHRE - SHFNRSRE | R e o A E SR~ = ) _ g T T W~ - financial burden on the family. They are willing to
. e ' T % i ' s ; do housework with no complaint.They said the
government allowance which is only about 800
yuan, is already quite enough.

As long as you work hard and have hope, the best
will always come!
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- nointment Ceremon
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Gently receiving the Young Envoys’
appointment certificate, followed by a press
of the shutter, we reap the seed we sowed in
the 10-month training.

The representatives of UNICEF HK and the
Major Sponsor AEON Credit Service (Asia)
Co. Ltd delivered speech to kick start the
ceremony. The moment when the paper
planes took off during the kickoff symbolized
the start of our journey. We would join hands
with the world children to weave dreams and
stand for the mission to promote child rights.
The subsequent drama performance and
chorus showcased our effort and committed
belief to advocate child rights.

This was a year full of memory; we strived for
our dreams despite the obstacles. We never
know if we never walk through these.
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kRS Tiffany

“It has been an amazing journey to have met
people who share the same passion, forged
friendship and did things I thought | would never be
able to do. It was a very eye-opening experience,
including the topics we were given chance to
investigate, incorporating our creativity into
projects, stepping out to express our views to the
community and even seeing beyond Hong Kong.
We have been given chances to see for ourselves,
observe and listen from different angles and think
deeply.

Children’s rights are not as far as it might have
seemed to us. The Young Envoys Programme has
given me a platform and chance to share my
opinions and experiences with different people,
including my friends, children and society. | felt that
my voice is heard and respected, as well as giving
back to the society at the same time.”

HEEET Jessie

TTEFEEE,
&1 olfEiE—FE -
7ﬁ-‘tﬂ’f RETEERN -
& — %EEE*M%HJ
Efﬁyﬂi%}ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
// ° ;Dﬁgﬁgﬁ/l\;ﬁﬁé
IEE%D%?%IEP
(SRAEC LTI
: Z%EQE%ET“‘—Hj

'—EmﬁﬁﬁiAE
’“pr"tﬁéi LK ]

TEEEE, M
EI:EEE_H-?:‘ZLTELEQ'U}

15 EﬁEIT’Fiﬁ ?IIZE
HEEEBEEIX
ﬁﬁ(%i iEI //J\\Lu* 7 B A8 %)

=% Jenny

T —RRHEMEALE T
< 51'%”?33\55/‘]%%:.'“?JZHMI/LE%/%TT
7%@%Em)\7ﬁ

LLL%K%}TE’J%E
%i}‘%ﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁ’]ﬂit ERERREERTE
R TIF_EBEISZERFRAE -

a1 REIBRKRE

Sharing of Younqg Envoys

S5k Heidi
“Being inspired by this programme, | have grown —
my attitude changed.None of us gets through the
life without a hitch. We must meet obstacles on the
roadways where we are walking. | became positive
and faced the challenges bravely with a heartfelt
smile. Being happy is a payback for ourselves and
a respect for works.

| realized | still have much to learn and | believe
that more opportunities to help people in need can
help further improve myself. | am looking forward
to exploring the new challenges and playing a full
part in UNICEF.”
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tHZRIA Louie

“Through different engagements in this programme,
| am able to acquire different values and see the
importance of a good work attitude.

Apart from the importance of being dedicated
in work, | learn the difference between empathy
and sympathy. Being empathetic allows people to
connect with each other; you have to put yourself
in others’ shoes, feeling their situation.”
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Sharing of Younqg Envoys

ZE8YiH Venus

“A year ago, | was still frightened about the YE interview. A year later,
| am proud to say that | have truly become a Young Envoy and that
I will continue to contribute to child’s rights advocates even after the
programme ended as to me this programme is only the first step. It
is unknown that how far my journey is, yet | will always do my best to
help with the field.”

= E42EB Lavitt

“During the field visit, | have gained new insights on poverty and the
lack of resources, which is something you cannot experience in your
daily life. This has enlightened me to be compassionate to those
who are in need. It is undoubted that the programme has become an
important part of my life. Thank you for those who has taken part in
my journey. However, it is only the beginning of our duty to promote
children’s rights.”

=1R%8 Erin

“The trip to Sichuan has nevertheless marked a perfect ending for the
intensive yet Eye-widening program, but | will never bid farewell to my
passion for advocating Children’s rights.

As | am now officially appointed as a young envoy after a year of
training, | am well-prepared to embark on the ambitious journey of
contributing back to the society through advocating children’s rights in
the future.”
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Epilogue

The programme ended as quickly as it started,
and now it is time for the next group of Young
Envoys to come through. Our training period
might have ended, but we will go on strong as real
UNICEF advocates, aiding all children in need and
educating the public. We have adopted UNICEF’s
mindset of “Equity”, and will continue to strive for
it for as long as we can. Shall we go hand in hand
in promoting child rights, and contribute to a better
tomorrow for our next generation.
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